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lﬂ l’uk police sre mystified b
xurders and ocilhier crimes.

BROBA ¢lue To: the criminal is  the
i Jetter whu-h i# sent the victims.
m “eiutelilng band.” The

] of the mysteripus asrassin
Serior Dodge, the ln;ursmc president.
! ighter, Flnlne. &lon Cralg
¥ the famous !rlenl! detertive.
to unravel the mysrety. . What
iy accomplishea i told by his
Ja . & meWEpapcr man. Af-
ny friiiless attempts to put Flaine

and (‘ﬂl,. Kennedy out of the way the

g at I!;':t Ioum}qu; be
n Perry nnett pine's
wyer and the man she is engaged to
merry. Beénnett flees to the den of one
of his Chinesg eriminals. The Chinaman
forces from Benneit the secre! of the

Iwhﬂblhonu of $i000000. Then he glves

|
f
L
f

4

the lawyér a potion which will suspend

) tlon for months. Kennedy reaches

g lldc just after he has lost con-

PIIIEI'EENTH EPISODE .

2 THE MVINO CIRCLES.
Ip an oplum den down in a cellar

':hm-muwwn,uum

L4

b the mewcomer.  Why - does the
BN vislt ue™ he waked susve

ue, lh avistor,”
st/ looking about.
M for Wy nerves,
i\l & pipe, boss.”
&l & fuoient, then df a
i,, #in, whose opinion he
v _;,-,_ 1 '_‘g.;-" L mim 0 an
_.i.-,. -

i

i‘l

St AP

hotM *\'uu sallt | tt,"
.hqdn slang. .

: _u‘ smoked. lialf an hour lster,

§yrague, his merve rectored and

' cupidity aroused by the promises

pug  Sin, accompanied his new
‘ﬁl of the hop Jjolnt

by passed through the narrow

Ap;-tii Uhinese quarter and

p mwm looked like a

1 ¥ ' .. There Long Sip
1iddea ‘whispered to a servant,
W m hter they were admit-

4 _” ma lmihu Wn
i, I hdver berd v “man

meblu!r te Bprague,
bent Goh and whis-

a&!m in .expressive cofrs| “

- the rir. Wa's brow cloud-
L Ilouen_ul to catch the

i owl

il.n wmd. “Not nttv does
; mEgter,” Ne msid, “but from
ke can drop anything
mark.”
Wwith ' me” beckoned \Wu to
‘@;{._.,I}a put on lis street

arlier in the day Lieu-

s of the army, who bad
ted Kennedy in 4 new
his own Inventien, trod-
Cralg to ¥isit the fort
‘Hlnl at which he was

pbout everything there

B but the thing that in-

dy most was, of course,
d the handling of it.
of the fort

T » table ¥ pt fliar

:m’l with & ‘welghted

o m the new aeroplane

used in the Eu-

w _ the Heutenant.

* “Flow m » remarked Elaine.

They stood for « moment chatting,

tii¢éh passed on until at last they came

Sgain (o the entrance to the grounds

ot T8 fort where a sentry, pacing back
s ‘forth, saluted.

JThaik you so much,” said Elaine
ye Lieutenant Waters her

'M”.w Craig, “we

smost interesting vieit. By

the way, Lientenant, come to my
lnhoratory tomorrew morning. 1 would
like 40 show ohe or two very novel
Y have been able to get

M.:_»

‘h!- M-

| "1 shall be delighted,

hr"

| and taking:

All Foremgn Rizkn Femrves
SRR RPN

" returned Lleu-
tenant Waters, as they parted.

Juet below the gate, on the slope,
was a pile of pipe. None of the party
noticed, but in one of the pipes, l¥ing
fist cn bis stomach, was 4 short, un-
dersized Chinamen, one of the emis-
taries of Wu Fang, Sing Lee by name.
With & keén alr e was listening to all
that Kennedy said.

No sooner had Cralg and Elaibe dis-
appeared than Sipg Lee, watching his
chance while the sentry’'s back was
turned, erept out of his biding place
gand darled behind another gshelter
farther along.

He kept it up until at last he was
out of sight of the sentry, shadowing
Elsine and Craig.
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1 was busy pousding out a story for
the Biar when Craig, having jeft
Elaine at the Dodge house after their
visit to the fort, returmed to the
laboratory.

“Hard at it, | see, Walter,” he ;ket
ed a8 heé enlered, ruffiing up my hair
playlully. .

1 rose and lighted a cigarette. As 1
struck the match I happened to glance
out of the opén window. There in the
suniight 1 could see what looked Mke
the refiection of & mirrer scross the
street in an empty loft.. .. -

“Look out of the wiidéw, Cralg!” 1
cried excltedly, moving ‘closer to him
trn. 1 bélieve some-

.49 from ithat ilhpty

one is.
wm nlunud now

slive to the situation.

thoroughly
.MM&, 'e’d better not be seen
looking over.” o

vision Kennedy seized the periscope

wmnhmmmwmma

put its jointed sections topether.
Cralg reised the ‘periscope slowly

and gazed through it.", There, urn

enough, a8 § bad mnud. in the loft

of the old ty;huu down the street

could be seén . the . re of the

lenses of a palriof m

ditht. In lﬂt‘pﬁ“ we c\‘cpt back m

| ktood uf, .
"* -The fact, Was thtio sooner htd*

¢nﬁm fhé laboratory than the,

mgn who 'had fol-

and ‘searching
Sing Lée was still gazing thmm

side docr.

Bin and Sprague, ‘entered.
“Where s Kemmly—-il he there"'
demanded Wu.:

m—t”—huter. _retarned uu

window:
They all moved over and tcok up

the feld glassés in twrn.
. “Where has M been today?” queried

“A{.the fort on Staten Isand with
the white girl and & man, Lieutenant
Waters. They are coming to the work-
shop * across ~ the stréeet tomorrow
morning to see sdme western magic
with & thing named trodite that ex-
plodes.”

At the word “explodes™ Wu glanced
quickly at Sprague. '

“I have & plan,” he remarked subtly,
gathering them all about him and as-
signing separate parts to each as he
outlined it.
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That night at the fort all was quiet.
In the railroad yards near by stocd a

freight train on a siding where it had
been drilled late, loaded with a fresh
consignment of the new explosive,
trodite, from the mills.

A genlry was pacing up and down
the cinders beside the train when a
very pretty girl made her way along
the tracks.

" “Can vou tell me the way to the trol-
1€¥?" she asked.

It was a perfectly simple question
Put théré was no mistaking the look
she gave him. It was Flirty Florrie.
She did rot want the trolley. She
wanted to fiirt, and she used her eyes
effectively.

“Two blocks to the left, madam,”
the sentry returned, setting his face
sternly, for he had a sweetheart quite
the equal of Flirty.

“Are you a man?”
piqued at her failure.

He hesitated not knowing just what
to do, then taking discretion to be
the better part of valor, shouldered
his musket and resumed his measured
tread back and forth, while Flirty,
with & grimace al him, disappeared
toward the trolley.

But while Flirty had engaged his
attention Sing Lee had come out of
a hjdln; place near the nrﬂl and had

Flirty taunted.

| managed to sneak baca of the shadow

hﬂumﬂf

the glasses out of the window when }§
hbnrd,mcnpprutﬂuhh oi(- '

Lee jumped to the door and flung b
it open. - Wua' Fang, followed by Long i’

young cmwurnlu zourd the | }

h |

of the cars. .

Fetween tvo of the cars sat a de-
tectlve of the secret service smoking |
apd hativg 'is ;b
Lhad passed the first line of defenge,
lHe nuw manuged to sreak up behind
the second. [ie raised a Chinese clob
and brought it down on the head of
the unsuspec'ing deteciive knoecking
him cut.

The ¢

pzcéd by cn the other |
sidé ¢! the train. Qulickly, after he
tad pze:ed. 1he (C(hinaman went|
through the detective's pockets untll|
Caully hie ! treh of kevs,  le
detached ~ne from toe ring, still keep-
ing Io the shadow as the sentry paced
up and down, lovked steallbily about
until he saw a chance, then unlocked
the door of the car and entered, clos-
ing it eafely.

A few minutes later, laden with as
much of the trodite as he could well
ccrry and a bundle cof heavy asro ar
rows he etole away a3 silently as he |
had come.
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It was well after midnight when
Kennedy and | were preparing to|
leave the laboratory. 1 was just about
to switch off the lights when Kennedy
raised his hand to stop me.

The faraway look on his face told |
me that he had heard a peculiar noise.
He looked quickly at the ceiling.

“Listen, Walter,” he continued.

1 did. - There was a nolise above us
on the roof, apparently as though
someone had slid off.

Craig switched out the light himsell
and went quickly over to the table
where he had left the periscope.
Caréfully putting it together again, he
tiptoed over to the window, put the
periscope out and slowly raised it tr)l
the roof.

We gazed through the eyepicce. A '
large white circle-had been painted on
our roof. ?

“What does it mean?" I queried.

Kennedy was In a brown study.
Suddenly he clapped his hands.

“] think I have it,” he exclaimed.
“\Walter, take this turpentine. Go up
and scrub the circle out. If you need

LIry

uitind & b

| he ¢ Dipgman -

{ taken the glaeses from the cupboard

| as if the whole top of it were blown
| to pieces.

| recatingly.

| livid with anger.

“Look!"™ he exclaimed, pointing.
We crowded about the window. |
Thére was an seroplane pasging over

the city.

“Just that warehcuse uver
there™
We riveted our eves on it
in anxious moment.
Alrepdy. had we known it. Sing Lee

had  qiietly let himsell into the loft,

warch

It was

and‘leveled Lhﬂm at us in the labora-
Lory. _

sternvhtfe~Syrague, of whom we
learned later, had started his aero-
plape flying from his hangar in the
suburbs, and was now speeding over
the city. *As he passed he peered.
down, looking,eagerly for the target—
the white ¢ifcle.

With expert precizion he let go the
bomb, and the deadly engine of de-
gtruction swooped down.

Straight to its mark it went.

The old warehquse scross from us
rocked with the detonation. It seemed

The bomb that had been meant to
destroy the laboratory had, by the
quick change of the white circle, de-
stroved the hapgout and the emlissary
of the Serpent!
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Half an hour later, Long Sin was
nervously. reporting to Wu Fang in
the secret den in Chinatown.

“That white devil, Kennedy, has de-
feated us again, master,” he said dep-

“Again?” demanded \Wua., hLis face

“Yes, master, He saw the circle—
wiped it out—and painted a new one
on the warehouse. The bomb fe!l on
that—and Sing was killed.”

“Someone shall pay for that,”
Wu,

Far uptown., on the East side,
Sprague led Wu and Long Sin to a
little machine shop kept by a for
eigner, Anton Schmidt.

*“What ¢ean I do for you, genilemen?”
asked Schmidt.

“I wish you'd show us your new
gyroscope stabilizer,” asked Sprague.

hissed

As we dodged out of the line of | | i\

2
more, get it Oply remove every|
{race of the circle.”

While I was scrubbing away for
dear life at the fresh paint on our
roof Kennedy secured a large cam of
white paint and a brush and stealth-
ily made his way to the rear of the
old wareliouse across the street.

Kennedy found a shed from which
it was easy to get to the roof. There
he set to work, téo, immediately, paint-
ing a large circle on the warehouse
exactly like that on our own roof
which 1 was erasing.

We went home, and I. at least,
thought little more-about the matter.

Quite early the next moroing. how-
ever, we got around to the laloratory
again to prepare for the visit of
Lievtenant Waters in response mf
Keunedy's cordial invitation to wit-
ness the experiments with trodite. '

QOur speaking tube sounded finally,
and I answered it It was E!aine.!
Aunt Josephine #nd Lieutenant Wa- |
ters, who had all arrived at the same |
time. .

“\ost peculiar thirg, Kennedy.” re- |
marked the lieutenant after the greet- |
ings were over. “We had a robbery
at the fort last night—or rather, not
exactly at the fort, for that wounld be
impossible, but from a freight car in
the vards.”

“What did they get?” asked Craig.

“Some trodite—rcncugh to Llow up a
house, and some of those aeroplane
arrows.’

“Hm,” considered Kennedy, |':lil.h¢'4
involuntarily at the ceiling and think-
ing doubtless of the white circle that
had been on the roof.

“Listen'"” cautioned Craig.

Outside we could hear a buzz, as
though a gigantic cicada were predict-
ing warm weather. It was a peculiar

sound, and Kennedy seemed to recog-| J&

“Now,” Ground Out Wu, Releasing the Bunch of Deadly Arrows.

her paJntmg klt-—!ketql

nize it instantly.
window and strained his eyves up_
the sgky.

He sprang to the|W

»

Schmidt proudly led them to a cor-
ner. In an aluminum eage wis a pe
culiar little Ay wheel set on gimbals
80 that it could rotate in any plane.

The inventor started it revolving.

“Press down on it,” suggested
Schmidt. ,

Wu did g0. The uncanny Ifttle
wheel seemed actuuliy 1o resent being
forced 1o move out of the plane In
which it hdd been started rotating.

“You know.” explained Schmidt to
Wu, “that when the gyvroscope is start-
ed rotating in one plane, it tends al
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T down In the rear of the top. which

{ chauffeur.

| length' tgconically to the aviator.
."Véfy well.'.' Spung md.

ways to keep In that plane.”

“With that steadying my airship,”
put in Spravue. “there will be no
chance for a mistake the next time. |
We can aim perfectly.”

“I'll buy it, then,” agreed Wu, quick-
ly producingz the money
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After the explcsion
house, Kennedy. thoroughkly alarmed
for the safeiv o! Elzine, had ordered |
me to accompacy her on another visit |
to her cousin, Mary EBErown. at their
estate, Rockledge, near Lakewood,
while he stayved in the.city to help
lieuterant Waters trace down the rob-
beryv at the Jort, Af ‘possible.

Elaine wa$ éasily recvonciled to the
banishment now that the weather was
fine, and decided to do a Httle sketch-
ing in the country. She had lohded
me down with the plemnt en of
oﬂhl_

in the ware-

‘ le asked.

was down 2nd overhung the htk of
the car

“Go over the Forty-second ttmt
ferry. Francols,” directed Elalne to the
“Then we'll tell you just
how to strike the best roads to Lake-
wood.”

The spying Sam waited to hear ne
more. but glided quietly up the
Street as we shot down along the ave-
nue to the ferry.

Rbckledge was a hardsome estate
and the house was one of Lhe show
places of Lakewood. Accordingly.
Elaine lost no tIme in taking advan-
tage of the récreation in-the country
which she had promised herself.

1 had scarcely set down the art
paraphernalia when she announced
that she was going to use it right
away. Feor several minutes | stood on
the veramda overlooking the bright
green terraces, holding the sketching
kit and the umbrelia and admiring the
view.

Elaine came tripping gayly out on
the porch In the neatest of Ilule~
sketching costumes.

“Some parasol,” I bantered, opening
the gay green and white striped shade.
| shouldered it and paraded off with
it, while Elaine tollowed, laughing.

“Here,” she cried at last, “I'm go-
ing to d6 & lapdseape, . p,nthllit
of hill' beautiful? 1 want m mr
there—like that.”

I took ®ipese . where she dlncud
and she m to’ lhteh' _
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Outside- I!l w & fough au
with & runway before it, Sprague was
standing, talking to Wu and Lotg Sin.

“Masgter!” intérruptédl a low voice,
deferentially.

It was Sam, who had hurried to the
hangar after watching Elaine ‘and
the rest of us ride off

“Well?" demanded Wau.

“The girl with another, her cousin,
has gore with that slave of Kennedy
to & place they call Lakewood across
the river.' y

Theugh they did not know it, Kennedy
had not been idle. With the aid of an |
agency of privaté detectives, which he
had often employed for routine jobs,
as well as the police and some secret
service men, he had located and set
& watch, with his characteristic thor
oughness, on "every seroplane hangar
in and about New York

Even as the three -plotters moved

over to the meroplane oné of Craig's’| |

detectives lay hidden direct!y unddr
the runway, .
Out.on the aviation fieid, in. front ot

*mmamm

“Yes, Il get you one—in a minute,’
returned the lieutemant, hurrying out
followed mervously by Kennedy.

Standing by the fort emtrance wai
an automobfle in which Waters had
mounted an aeroplane gun for scout
ing sbout the country after sero splés
He leaped into the ear lll CI'II. fol
lowed,

“Take the Totionvile Felry. WetK!
going to Lakewood" crie§ Kennedy
“And let her out!™

. L ] L] L] L ] L ] L]

Down st Lakewood, Mr. Brgen
whose placid life was not accustomed
to the high pressure under which we
had been unn;. Mﬂ}“ m
to Mary,

“I'm not qnito sure wut he is talk
ing about,” hm stil]
looking n tiq

o—

wsy." pointed out Mary aaxiously.
“Father, we must find them. Mr. Ken
nedy would never have telephoned if
it hadn't been. unportut."

Wellington Brown, at last spurred
inte action by his u-nm m

ulya
a shout

i

-E!
i

the hangar, Sprague had dnu@d_the S

agroplane down the runway, and there
he stopped to explain to Wu and: Long
Sin the workings of the gyroscope m
billzer. -

i mko the flight to Latowood

eak!ly,”” he  rémarkéd, them tapping |
| the bunq:h ot drrows coufidently, sdd

{ed, “dnd it wod't
! 'uid that fel}ow Jameson are setiled;

by long before Elaine

m ht.'!
““f shall go with yon," he sald at

uT'o

of us will make it twice as certain.”

“He elimbed luto the machine, and

Wa followed.

Kennedy’s detective, from his hid-
ing place, had bot missed a motion. As
the aeroplane disappedred he crawled
out and qulekly mde his wny do“
the rogd.

% Meanwhile, gl;h _over the eountl'!._
prague and Wu were fiylug, ﬂiﬂ:
picking oyt the genéral “dinection of
Lakewood.

People atg Lakewood may wg‘l‘.;

call the that

and agaln over the town and the beay-
tiful estates. Sprague finally located
‘Wéllington' Browh's, but Elaise was
not there, and there was no use wast.
ing the precious arrows on afyone
else. Wu -  peered about eagerly
through & field glass.

“There they are—over on that hill-
side,” he mutterad with a low, guttu-
ral exclamation.

Sure enough, they could see Elaine
under the umbrella, quite conspicu-
ouely, with myself posed some feet
away.

“Hurry—speed it up,” ‘Wu urged
Sprugue, indicating the exact spot.

L} . * ] ] . L

Hennedy had hastened out to the
fort even Dbefore our departure, and
there he had met Lieutenant Waters.

As they were examining the freight
car, an orderly came rununing to them
“Is there a Professor Kennedy here’””

“Yes,”
Kennedy
“Someone cn the teleplone, sir

spoke up Craig. 1 am Mr.

| Ycu can take it .ll the guardhouse.
lle savs it's urgent.' |

Crzig hastened across wlith the or- |
derly.

“I've located our man."” shouted his
detective over the wire, “an aviator |
named Sprague—a crook and & dope
flend. Somehow they have found out
that Miss Dodge has gone to Lake-
wood with Mr. Jameson, Sprague has
just gome in the aeroplane. carrving
a bundle of aero arrows, with that
Chinaman, Wu Fang.”

“The deuce!” muttered back Craig.
“Well, you get the local police In
force and surround the hangar. Ar
rest them if they return. [ must get
to Lakewood myself.”

He hung up the receiver and was

to d

-h Elaine there?

ly. “"Gone sketching
I’eﬂ for hedven’s
SO It _once and tell
ur ‘cover until |
‘Waters!” he |
1 vﬁ the recelver. |
& car here—a

| excitedly.

fast | l

*As th MMRM
hesvd, :'m N‘Wolm car,
fnmﬂhrnnll.
e | lhtn.unero

--’i* nip in i

. alp made off
from s, cmmtmmo{m
lm'iulauu:e

Colf e ey -
‘bdfKed “Iiurul:
Again and lllh it _sent out. shots, -
“The -devils!™ . guuwledd Sprague,
looking over “at the gyfoscope
stabllizer. “TBey bhave an ure gun-—
they've hit us!”-—— — -~

One shot had hdda | penetrated the

vacuum case of the.@y{ascape and
stopped the little fiywheel inside. Iu-

stead of being an ﬁvﬂu now
the stabilizer itn'i énace.

The machine swayed and acted
crazily as Sprague ipled o catch it

Suddenly, to tWe surprise of Elaine,
Mr, Brown and myselr, ¥ho had no
idea Kennedy wis 80 cfosé‘ we Saw
the aeropiane -ewoop-dewan.

“Something Sng with It,”
“Come! .

Perhaps hslf « njnq up. the creek,
it had fallen with.a splish, a tan-
gled mass of wires: tndmtp in the
waler, 9

Sprague, enmeshed In the debris,
did not move. But Wu, though ter-
ribly shaken, had Tallen on him, and
with a superhuman ehort, he pulled
himself togetber and managed pain-
fully to crawl up the bank ianto the
hiding rocks and wnderbrush, before
any of us arrived in either direction

“Here it 1s,” cried Craig, bursting
through the brush,

“Dead,” muttered Waters, examin-
ing Sprague. “The other’s gone."

With a flash of umnspeskable hate,
Wu crawled off farther in the shelter.

Just then | arrived, with Elaine
close beside me.

“Oh, I'm
gasped Craig.

Elaine looked at Sprague's broken
and bruised body and shuddered.

“Sure—yes,” she (ried to smile at
Cralg. “An inch is as good as a
mile.” -

“Yes, but a lot more uncomfort-
able,” he returned, drawing her arm
into his in sight of us all,

(TO BE CONTINDED)
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YOU WILL FIND THAT

so glad you're safe!” |
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